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Trumpeter Peter Evans and pianist Cory Smythe 
tackle and tame the tides of jazz, contemporary concert 
music and modern improvisatory practices through 
their music. Weatherbird showcases their melodic 
dexterity and the wide aural scope they are able to 
cover with just trumpet and piano. Stemming from a 
commission from the International Contemporary 
Ensemble, of which they are both members, Evans and 
Smythe use the famed 1928 title song by Louis 
Armstrong and Earl Hines as a starting point for their 
dialogue. The result is an all-too-brief album showing 
the breadth of which these masters are capable. 
	 The album begins with that title track, perhaps the 
most fun the two have on the record, where they add  
a slight yet tangible bent to the song’s original feel. The 
twosome follow with the Smythe-penned “Weatherbird 
Wave”, which starts on a somber note and slowly 
opens to a classic feel before heading towards an 
abstract exploration of off-centered and extended 
techniques. 
	 Evans’ “Bsntbls” is the best example of how Evans 
and Smythe blend the something old of the Armstrong/
Hines model and the something new that they can 
offer into an exhilarating pastiche. The beginning 
melody feels classic and unaltered but they almost 
immediately turn it on its head, utilizing trills and 
unusual sounds to give it a modern flair. A brief solo 
from Smythe towards the beginning demonstrates the 
aural spectrum that he can muster and is most certainly 
a highlight of the piece. 
	 The duo’s best use of space is Smythe’s 
“Weatherbirdhouse”, which features a 50-second 
introduction of Evans’ off-kilter breathing and wild 
sound production to build towards Smythe’s 
introduction of the melody, which has ample ground 
for Evans to cover over the course of the piece. 
	 With only six songs, Weatherbird feels like an 
appetizer as opposed to a main course. This aural 
amuse-bouche will leave the listener wanting more.

For more information, visit moreismorerecords.com. Smythe 
is at Roulette Jan. 25th. See Calendar. 

Missing the golden anniversary of the iconic Beatles 
album Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band by a year 
and change, A Day in the Life: Impressions of Pepper is an 
overwrought format (a track-by-track remake) of an 
album by an overly tributed band that is as surprising 
as it is enjoyable. The tracks are, almost as a whole, 
deep and thoughtful, respectful without being overly 
beholden to the iconic originals. In fact, the album is 
less reminiscent of the original than it is another 

Impulse project, Stolen Moments: Red Hot and Cool!  
a 1994 updating of the label’s ’60s sound with younger 
artists and fresher beats. 
	 Reworkings by Makaya McCraven, Wildflower, 
Keyon Harrold, Shabaka and The Ancestors, The Juju 
Exchange and both versions of the title track (given 
heavy treatment by Antonio Sánchez) all bury familiar 
melodies within dense arrangements and rhythms 
informed more by contemporary hip-hop and R&B 
than any ’60s pop or jazz tracks. Miles Mosley, 
meanwhile, provides a heavy take on “Lovely Rita”. 
And with the exception of some wordless harmonizing 
by The Juju Exchange singers, all of the tracks forego 
the lyrics. 
	 Closer to the source are Mary Halvorson’s “With a 
Little Help From My Friends” and Cameron Graves 
and Sullivan Fortner’s spirited piano readings of 
“Fixing a Hole” and “When I’m Sixty-Four”, 
respectively. The happiest moment in the collection, 
however, is Brandee Younger’s harp-and-flute heavy 
“Being for the Benefit of Mr. Kite”—recalling in more 
than just superficial ways an Alice Coltrane excursion—
followed by Onyx Collective’s “Within You Without 
You”, maintaining the Eastern vibe of George 
Harrison’s song without trying to play dress-up. 
	 There’s a lot of reasons this album could be missed: 
it doesn’t line up with an appropriate Beatles 
anniversary; it’s nowhere near faithful enough to 
satisfy most listeners; and it’s being issued in the mish-
mosh of Record Store Day. Those shouldn’t be allowed 
as excuses, however, for sleeping on a rare, truly 
imaginative tribute album. 

For more information, visit impulse-label.com. This project 
is at Sheen Center Jan. 12th as part of Winter Jazzfest. See 
Calendar.
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